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Orientation Schedule '79 
Monday, August 27 
10:00 a.m. -
5:00 p.m . 
Information tables o_n first floor, 
O'Brian Hall to inform students on 
housing, organizations, and registration 
6:30 p.m . Meeting with Dean Headrick and general 
information - Moot Court Room 
7:30 p.m . Small Group Meetings - Questions and 
Answers -
8:30 p.m. - Party - meet facul,ty, administration 
whenever and staff (location to be announced) 
All Day Library and building tours 
Tuesday, August 28 
9:00a.m. Coffee and Doughnuts - First Floor 
Lounge 
10:00 a.m. Small Group Meetings 
Tours and Study Clinics 
1:00 p.m. Lunch 
2:00 p.m. - Organizational Meetings 
5:00 p.m. (Watch for Announcements) 
All Day Information Tables 
8:00 p.m. - The Great Buffalo Bar Crawl 
Wednesday, August 29 
9:30 a.m . Section Meetings - meet the faculty for 
your section - f~°flowed by a question 
and answer session with second and 
third _year students 
10:30 - Administrative Hour 
11 :30 a.m. 
12:00 - Picnic - near tennis courts at Ellicott 
6:00 p.m. Complex (alternative rain location will 
be announced) 
NOTE : An updated schedule will be handed out at Orientation. 
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:·· \VelcomeToLawSchool 
· · · · •· The Ori~ntation Program for Incoming students this­
t· year. will 'COllSJSt of a three-day prQgram, August 27, ~8 
; <and' 2lt Class,e,s -begin on Thursday, August 30. There will 
' be continuing orientation durmg-the semester. 
· : The major focus . of orientation will_ be he!ping new 
students become acquainte~ with the law school building, 
-feilow ·students, professors and life in the Buffalo a_rea. 
. . The 'Orien'tatioi,. Committee- is striving_ to organize a 
;'. ,, program which will help newcomers before the semester 
, ·_, beg19s. F_irst year studei;its are encouraged to attend 
· · ·orientation, ) sk questions and take a~yantage df_ 
{n,opportunities . wh_ich are not available once classes get 
t''-.,.inder'way. · 
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' Welcome to O'Brian Hall! The Opinion staff and the Orientation Committee 
have put together this summer issue to introduce some of 
the faculty members with whom you will have the good 
luck or misfortune to contend, to acquaint you with the 
law school and the university at large, to report on law 
student organizations and activities available to you; and 
to show ·you that · things other than blizzards and 
unentployment go on in Buffalo. Law school is quite an 
experience, and we hope some of the information here!n 
(you might as well begin to get used to legal jargon). will 
make the good times better and· more frequent and the 
bad ones easier to cope with. 
Rake muck for the Opinion, U.B. law school's 
student newspaper. Published bi-weekly, Opinion covers a 
diverse range of materia~ from ~chool politics to events in 
the world of law, from book reviews to the intricacies of 
stuffing sausage. If ·you're a budding Tom Wicker or Art 
1 Buchwald whose career has been interrupted by law 
school - or even if you've never picked up a blue pencil -
stop by and see us during orientation. Our office is Room 
623. 
Good luck to you all in th'e coming semester! 
To o/1 new students: 
A grade referendum, protesting late grades, and 
l~bying against a proposed tuition hike ... these are 
only a few of the issues the Student Bar Association 
(SBA) was involved with this past year. Add-to those the 
annual Law Revue, Show, softball tournamel!!__and TGIF 
parties, and you get an interesting, well-rounded student 
government. As a representative of the student body, SBA 
will continue to effectively lobby the administration for 
positive changes in the law school. 
Once you matriculate at UB law school, you become 
a member of SBA. Elections for fresHman representatives 
are held in September'. Anyone is eligible to run. Petitil;ms 
and regulations will be available soon after Orientation. 
SBA also disburses student activity fees to all 
recognized student organizations and appoints student 
members to faculty-student comq,ittees. Through SBA 
organizations speakers such as Ralph Nader have been. 
brought to the law school, and other such programs are 
being planned. . 
If you're ,interested in contributing to the law school, 
become involved in SBA. The only way to· change policy, 
institute programs, or just have some fun with the 
students, and faculty, is to make your views known. Let 
SBA be your forum. 
Good luck, and welcome t!) law school -
Leslie Wolffe 
C:~.6. - •• 
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. : .HELP. 
Where to 
,. 
find it • • • 
Registrar's offiae - Charles Wallin, Registrar, 313 O'Brian, 
636-2060. 
Allan Canfield, Assistant Dean for Student Affairs, 311 
O'Brian, 636-2060. 
Orientation Information Joe Peperone, c/o Allan 
Canfield's office or 836-1559. 
Office of Admissions and Records - 306 O'Brian, 
636-2060. 
Placement Office - 309 O'Brian, 636-2056. 
Bulletin Boards: 
Registrar - 3rd floor - Official Notes, Grades, Class 
Changes. 
Placement - 3rd floor - Job Openings, Placement 
Information. 
Financial Aid - 3rd floor, usually on door of Rm. 
.. 314 - FinanciatAid Information and Deadlines. 
Housing - 1st floor lobby. 
Class Notices - 2nd floor - Class Assignments and 
Schedule Changes. 
Student Message Center - 2nd floor . 
Dean's Office - 3rd floor - Official Notices from 
the Office of the Dean. 
Student Bar Association - 2nd floor, or on door of 
offices on 1st floor. 
Survival Guide - University student association 
publication giving information on life in Buffalo: what, 
when, where, how, who, how much, etc. This will 
be handed out at Orientation. 
The O'Brian Notes - A Handbook for Law Students - To 
' be handed out at Orientation: This booklet has -
information on all phases of university and law 
school life.- It features sections on academic and 
financial aspects of the law school, as well as 
information on student organizations, activities, 
publications, and life in general. 
University-Wide Information - University Information 
Services at Crofts Hall, Main Street Campus. 
I 
Notes & News - This is a law school ne.wsletter which 
comes out every two weeks and contains announcements, 









Education has many · rituais. One of the more 
cliche-ridden concerns the welcome of new students. 
Usually they are invited to join in a great adventure .to 
explore worlds unknown to them and ·perhaps to all 
mankind. They are told at length about the glories of 
completing the degree and remaking some corner of 
society. 
One gen.tie voice within me says: observe the ritual; 
i! . is expected; it does not hurt. Anqther voice says: 
~rop it; give it to them straight. In lawyerlike fashion, ~ 
come down in the middle._ 
A legal education does open doors, both for your 
intellect and for your ambition. Our concern is with 
your intellect: If we do our job and you do yours over 
the next three or four years, you should acquire a 
mental agility and toughness that enables you to form 
an~ dissect legal anQ factual argumen~s. You should 
develop a good m~ of the law that prepares you for 
locating any client or institutional problem in its legal 
and its non-legal context.- You should learn how the 
legal system works, not just ha.w it appears on the 
pap.er of constitutions, statutes, and codes, but how it 
really operates, how it affects people and institutions. 
You s~ould expand yojJt capacity for learning quickly 
about a problem and for picking up the knowledge and 
information required to find a workable solution, 
which may not always be a legal solution. You should 
gain sdme experience, vicarious and a~tual, in wrestling 
with the sometimes competing claims of client · and 
conscience, for you will have to serve both masters in 
your legal career. , 
The State University Law School exists to provide 
education for lawyers who will become leaders in the 
profession and in society. If you see the end of a legal 
education merely to be getting the J.D. and passing the 
bar exam, your legal education will be a failure. It is 
most likely· that you will become a legal mechanic. But 
if you come to see legal education as one means to 
understanding how our society in its infinite 
complexity functions, both well and poorly, you will 
have begun your way. towards becoming a leader. You 
will have taken the best from the legal education that 
this law school provides. 1 
You can become a leader or a mechanic. It will 
depend on how you choose to approach your legal 
education. Our curriculum 'has many doors awaiting 
only your push to provide openings for both your 
intellect and imagination. Together, the courses and 
the faculty offer extensive opportunities to develop 
your mental agility, understand the legal map, study 
how the system operates, expand your ability to le~rn 
quickly, and wrestle with competing moral claims. 
Choose. well, choose widel_y, and good luck. 
Thomas.. E. Headrick 
Dean 
pqe3 
Getting Around Buffalo__ 
and the Law School 
O'Brian Hall . 
O'Brian is the center of the law school universe. If incoming 
students plan to visit the school during the summer, it will be 
helpful" to know a few things in advance. O'Brian is located on 
the Amherst Campus at the corner of Millersport Highway anCil 
Maple Road. You will probably have to acquire a map of the 
campus, or rely on the advice of friendly natives in order to find 
your way around. Inside O'Brian, the first floor contains large 
lecture rooms and a student lounge. The entrance to the library 
is on the second floor along with academic bulletin boards and 
smaller class rooms. Administrative offices, such as the 
registrar's and Dean's offices, are located on the third floor . 
These offices will be open during business hours on week days 
during the summer. Professors' offices and offices of student 
organizations are located primarily on the fourth through 
seventh floors. There is no building directory so one usually 
must ask on the third floor if a particular person or office is 
sought. 
Transportation 
The Amherst Campus is three miles north of the Main 
Street Campus, which is located within the city limits of 
Buffalo. The University provides buses between the campuses. 
Schedules are posted on the first floor of O'Brian and at Squire 
Hall on the Main Street Campus. Schedule information may be 
obtained by calling 831 -1476. · 
Transportation around the Buffalo area is fairly easy with a 
car. Maps may be obta.ined at Squire Hall on the ·Main Street 
Campus, or in Norton Hall on the Amherst Campus. Marine 
\ Midland Banks usually have good maps as well. 
City buses travel up and down Main Street regularly . Bus 
stops are marked by yellow signs and yellow painted bands on 
light poles. It takes roughly a half hour to travel from UB to the 
downtown business section on Main Str,eet. The Greyhound Bus 
Terminal is on Ellicott Street, near Main Street and the business 
section. You can write to Met ro Bus1 855 Main St., Buffalo, 
N.Y. 14203 for city bus schedules. Also, many banks carry bus 
schedules, and the major bus stops downtown have schedules 
posted for major routes. 
Housing 
Good housing can be found at many prices in the Buffalo 
area. The market fluctuates so it is hard, to give advice now for 
the late summer, but a few hints are in order. 
Buffalo is a working class city. A lot of individuals own two 
or three houses and rent them for supplemental income. As a 
result, rental agencies often do not have· the best listings and 
also charge· a lot for their seryices. For these reasons, you will 
probably be better off \JSing other sources. 
Get a map of Buffalo and try ,to orient yourself. The law 
·school is located in the relatively wealthy suburb of Amherst, 
north of the City of Buffalo. Housing here is not cheap, but 
usually of high quality. There is little public transportation out 
in Amherst and most stores are located in malls. If you have a 
car and the money, Amherst may be the place for you, but you 
will have to travel for both entertainment and your personal · 
needs. .. 
If you travel southwest on Millersport Highway, which runs­
along the east side of the Amherst Campus where the law school 
is located, you will run into the corner of Main St. (Rte. 5) and 
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Bailey Aver (Rte. 62). Running southwest from this corner is 
the Main Street Campus of UB. This corner also marks the 
northern boundary of the City of Buffalo. The area around the 
Main Street Campus, especially to the South and West, for as far 
as you can walk in about 20 minutes, constitutes the major area 
for student housing. Housing here is not especially cheap when 
you consider the quality of many of the homes. Unfortunately, 
location drives up the cost of- living in this area. It is extremely 
convenient for those who don't have cars because the University 
maintains a shuttle bus to the Amhest Campus at no cost· to 
students. There is also good public transportation right off the 
Main Street Campus going downtown into Buffalo. The Main 
Street area has a variety of shops, restaurants, banks, and 
services, too. 
Main Street is really the main drag for Buffalo and useful 
for 'map navigating. It runs along the west side of the Main 
Street Campus heading southwesterly into the heart of the City. 
If you follow Main Street to the other side of the railroad tracks 
to the southwest of the Main Street Campus, you find another · 
good housing area, ~est of Main Street and south for quite a 
number of _blocks. Loosely, this is the Hertel Avenue - Parkside 
Avenue area. Housing is cheaper here and the neighborhoods are 
quite lovely in spots, but it is really too far to walk. Taking the 
bus to the Main Sireet Campus every day can be expensive at 45 
cents (exact change necessary) each way. 
Another landmark in Buffalo is Delaware Park. It is 
bounded by Amhe;st Street to the north and Delavan Avenue to 
the south. It is west of Main Street and east of Elmwood 
Avenue. The park is large; it has a golf course, playing fields, 
and a large lake. The Buffalo Zoo is located there. The Art 
- Museum and Historical Society are located on the west end of 
the lake. 
This west end of the lake is also near Buffalo State College, 
which is on the west side of Elmwood Avenue. The student 
union here is a good place to check for housing in the area: 
usually known as the West Side. The West Side area runs south 
of Buffalo State for a long way. This area is cheap to live in and 
is very popular with students. There are strong communities 
here with lots of services, but it is a long drive to the law school. 
These are just the major areas that are populated with 
students. You should choose ·an-area to suit your pocketbook 
and transportation needs. For law students it is important to 
remember you need to be able to get all the way downtown -
straight down Main Street to the central Buffalo business 
district. This is where all the main courthouses are located and 
where most attorneys have their offices. This may not be so 
important for first year students, but if you plan to.settle in one 
place for the next three years, it is a factor to consider. 
A really good source for housing prospects are bulletin 
boards, especially if you are willing to move in with other 
students who are looking for roommates. Check the board on 
the first floor of the law school for possible housing with other 
law stu~ents. Roam some of the other buildings on both 
campuses as many people hang signs all over. 
There is an off-campus housing office at Squire Hall on the 
Main Street Campus. This office has some listings of available 
rentals and information on what to watch out for in selecting 
housiog in Buffalo and signing a lease. The office is open 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m:, Mon.-Fri. The phone _number is ,831-5534, but no 
- - continued on page 16 
I 
Law Student Activities 
The law school qffers many excellent opportunities for you 
to apply your special interests and what you've learned to a 
wide range of specialized activities. Among them are : 
Opinion . 
Opinion ·is the law school n_ewspaper, which is printed every 
two ·weeks during the school year. Anyone with an interest in 
writing, photography or layout is welco1T1e. 
Buffalo Law Review 
The Review staff publishes scholarly articles of legal 
interest by students, faculty, and other members of the 
profession. -Staff selection is based upon first year grades and a 
writing cqmpetition. 
National Lawyers Guild _ 
The NLG is a nationwide organization of lawyers, legal 
workers, law students and jailhouse lawyers who use their legal 
skills to aid the struggles of working peopl~, minorities and 
women. The Buffalo Chapter offers a uniqu~ opportunity to 
remain politically active while attending law school. 
Buffalo Legislative Project 
The BLP provides law students with the educational 
opportunity to perform various tyP.eS of legislative research and 
bill drafting. 
Moot Court Board 
The purpose of the Moot Court Board is to promote tt)e 
art of appellate advocacy. A competition is held in the Fall to 
give all first and second year students an opportunity to become 
members. 
State and Local Government Law Program Board 
The SLG exists to promote interest in the study of 
municipal and local government law. 
Black American Law Students Association 
, The goals of BALSA are to ascertain, voice and protect the 
interests of minority students enrolled at the law school, aid in 
further recruitment, and make the law school an integral part o~ 
the minority community. 
Hispanic, Asian, and Native American Law Student Association 
The members of HANALSA hope to increas,e the number 
of Hispanic, Asian, and Native American law students and 
faculty in our law school. . 
' 
Buffalo Prison Task Force 
The Task Force's activities include working for a 
moratorium on prisqn construction, assisting the Legislative 
Action Committee (an inmate organization at Attica ' which 
works for legislative change) and working with the American 
Civil Liberties Union at the Erie County Holding Center. 
· International Law-Society 
The goals of the ILS are to org~ ~ze student interests in 
transnational law and public international law, to establish a 
resource center for information on summer and post-graduate 
courses and° to organize campus and community symposia and 
events on current international legal issues. 
Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity International 
PAD hopes to unite students of law with teachers and 
members of the bench ·and bar, encourage scholarship and 
professional competence, and promote the general welfare and 
bonds of fraternal fellowship of its members through providing 
service to the student, the school and the profession. 
Buffalo Co~sumer Organization 
This group, beginning operation this semester, will provide 
law students with first hand experience in mediating consumer 
disputes. Thro1,1gh this experience, the student will lear..n some 
substantive consumer law and the community will benefit as 
well. 
Environmental Law Society 
Last fall, the Society ' was involved in doing research 
regarding the disposal of hazardo1,1s wastes {focusing on the 
Love Canal) . 
Buffalo Public Interest Law Board 
The Board was established in Spring 1979 to financially 
assist law students who are interested in public interest law. The 
Board , consisting of two Student Bar Association · 
representatives, two Buffalo Law. Review members and the 
Assistant Dean funded two $1 ,500 fellowships for the summer 
of 1979. Two law students are now using the fellowships by 
working at Legal Services for the Elderly Project of Erie County 
and Western New York, Inc. $1 ,500 was given by the Student 
Bar Association and' the other $1,500 was given through 
individual contributions of Law Rev.iew members. From this 
beginning the Board will solicit other funding in order to assist a 
greater number of law students who wish to pursue public 
interest law goals. 
What They Expect .From You 
a memo to first year students from Grace Blumberg 
I recently learned that the following memo, which I wrote 
at the end of my first year in law school, has been regularly 
distributed to incoming students. My . first impulse was to 
suppress it but I have been persuaded otherwise by students 
who say that they found it helpful. I would, however, like to 
qualify some of my earlier advice. ' 
First, the memo was not, written for all incoming students 
but was instead intended for a small group of stude,:its who were 
expected to have more than their share of adjustment problems. 
Furthermore, even if the memo had been intended for all 
incomi'ng students in 1969, they were, in terms of entrance 
credentials, quite different from more recent classes. The study 
methods suggested in the memo, while perhaps still useful for 
most students, may not be 11ecessary for some members of the 
present first year class. 
Secohd, the tone of the memo is one of unremitting labor 
and considerable strain. While tension is unavoidable at exam 
time, the rest of the endeavor need not be particularly stressful. 
It is, I thin~, feasible as well as desirable for first year students 
to work no more than a slightly extended work week, i.e., 9 to 
S weekdays and one day of the weekend. If you use your time 
efficiently, there should be no need to give up extra legal 
interests, abandon your friends, widow your spouses and orphan 
your children. The first year student needs two kinds of 
discipline, that of work and that of maintaining balance and 
perspective. 
What They Expect-From You: 
That you will master all the material and that you will be 
able to synthesize it and apply it to concrete problems. You will 
be required to do this under extremely adverse conditions, the 
,final exam. 
A How To Master The Material 
1. Do exactly what they tell you to do. Brief every case. 
Read everything that is assigned. Since it is humanly impossible 
to read every case collaterally mentioned in class, do not bother 
to even write down the cita.tion unless the instructor gives you 
the Impression that you are seriously expected to read the case 
or says that it will be discussed in class. - ' 
2. Re-read each case or textual note until you feet you 
understand it completely. Take ample notes and brief each case 
in sufficient detail so that you can use it rather than the 
casebook when the case is discussed in class. Don't spend too 
much time pondering the questions posed in the case notes. 
Many of them are frivolous, irrelevant or unanswerable. 
.3. How to read a case: Read the case checking off the 
essential point$. Re-r.ead the case to catch any points you may 
have missed. Then write your brief. This method is slow and 
tedious but it .is effective. Do not be disturbed if you can only 
-cover S to 10 pages ·an hour since the weekly assignment in each 
course will usually be no more than 40 pages. . - ' 
') paae6 ' 
\' 
4. Use legal notebooks and write_ only in the right hand 
margin. If you have any questions, write them in the left hand· 
margin. When the case is discussed in class, you will readily see 
the question. (If it is not answered ih the course· of the 
discussion and if you do not get a chance or are too reticent to 
ask it, see the instructor after class. He will not mind and will 
probably be very patient, particularly during the first month.) 
Put your class notes in the left hand margin. If you find you··are 
taking extensive class notes - which should. not be necessary 'if 
you have briefed the cases and the instructor is not giving you 
additional material - you can use the right -hand margins of 
only one side of each page and then have plenty of space for 
class notes. This way you will be able to keep all your material 
on any one case·, class notes and y_our brief, together. About 
taking notes: if you are forced to make a choice between trying 
to write everything down the instructor says and trying to 
follow his train of thought, stop writing and listen. It is more 
relaxing and Y?U will get more out of the class. · 
5. A few thoughts on reading cases and writing briefs: 
a. Get the facts straight. Make a diagram. Who is suing 
and what does he want? 
b. Don't waste your time trying to anticipate what the 
ou.tcome will be, particularly during the first few months. You 
won't know 'enough to do it with any degree of success; you'll 
dnly succeed in needlessly deflating your own ego. 
c. 'A case is an opinion, a statement made by a judge 
generally sitting on an upper (appellate) court, in which he 
justifies a decision the court has just .made. Genera11y, one man 
writes for the majority but ther,e may be concurring opinions as 
well as dissenting ones. Always remember that you are reading a 
justification, even a rationalization, for a decision already made. 
The judge is writing the opinion to convince you that his 
decision was a good one; he is not writing with an open mind, 
not waiting to ·see where his learned considerations will lead 
him. He 'already knows. . 
Be critical when you read. Is his approach logical? Is he 
stating the legal rules correctly? Are the rules truly applicable to 
this set of facts? Is he.-giving balanced weight to all the facts or 
is he conveniently ignoring some? . 
At first, opinions will probably seem faultless to you. You 
won 'l know where or how to begin to criticize them - unless 
you simply morally disapprove·of the decision. However, after a 
month or so you will be able to an'cl should begin to intelligently 
criticize what you read. 
d. Try to understand all the reasons for the judge's 
decision - not just the reasons he gives in his opinion. Are there 
, social reasons? Economic reasons? Other reasons? What are the 
ramifications of such a decision? How will it affect people in the 
future? What do you think about it? Ethically as well as legally. 
Is it reasonable? Is it fair,? 
1 
· 
. e. How does ,the case fit in with the ones you've 
already .read? DC>tJS indd anything new? (It should or it would 
not be in the casebook.) Does it represent a development or a 
change in the law? · 
f. Regarding the specific form .and content of briefs, 
there is a s~ndard form which you will be ta,ught ir, class. If you 
do not_ write well_ Y?U can improve your style by carefully 
composing your briefs. If you do write well there is no point in 
f 
bot~ering about the stylistic quality of your briefs. 
, Although instructors place a great deal of emphasis on 
"style," they simply mean "clear and concise writing." Learn 
how to be direct, clear, specific and fluent. It is riot necessary to 
ha~e a highly polished or literate style. Florid expression and 
verbosity should be avoided. · 
, •,If you have had problems writing papers or exam essays, if 
your college instructors criticized your style or if it simply takes 
you a long time to set down your thoughts on paper, you 
should utilize every opportunity to improve your writing 
ability. Brief writing is a good opportunity . 
Because time pressure is a strong e\ement in final · 
examinations (for me it was easily the worst ·,tspect), you must 
lea~n not only how to write well but how to do it very rapidly. 
B. Whether o( Not To Attend Cl.w 
(This section is intended to apply only to those classes for 
which attendance is not its own reward, those classes you leave 
regretting that you did not spend the last hour someplace else.) 
Instructors will tell you that you are not 'compelled to 
attend class (true enough - attendance is not taken) and-that a 
student need not attend class and it will not be counted against 
him if he does well on his exam. This sounds all the more 
plausible when you cpnsider that grading is anonymous. Each 
student has a number. 
· It is difficult, however, to do well in a course that you do 
not attend regularly. , While most of the covered material can 
generally be found somewhere o, other ..,in the casebook, the 
instructor normally uses classroom time. to focus attention on 
the issues a,nd areas he considers most significant. The final 
exam tends to reflect the classroom experience. 
C. Attending Class 
, 1. Be prepared for each class - not because you will make·a 
bad impression on the instructor or embarrass yourself if you 
are called on and have not read the material - but because lack 
of preparation w:ill totally defeat the specific type .of education 
process used in law school. The process is highly structured: 
a. They assign cases. 
b. You go home (or better, to the library) to read and 
brief the material very carefully. You try to learn it yourself. 
c. You go to class. A student is called on to present his 
brief or the instructor begins discussion himself. In-either case 
you get an initial chance to compare your comprehension with 
that of another person. There is general discussion and you get 
to compare your own understanding with that of the rest of the 
class. You are picking up any points you may have missed and 
you are engaging in a very import.an~ kind of reality testing. D9 
you really understand everything as well as you imagine you do? 
Or, conversely, if you suffer from lack of self-confidence (very 
common at first), do yo~ really not understand as much as you , 
fear or does one new fact or idea make everything clear? 
d. Over the weekend you review the week's work and 
things should start to fall into place. · Do not be overly 
concerned if separate cases and materials don't seem to hang 
together on . first view. It takes a while to 'rake out the patterns. 
Now - if you go to class unprepared, figuring that you will 
understanct the material better after it is explained in class, you 
are losing the most important part of the learning process, 
teaching yourself how to learn and use law, and getting the 
chance to compare ·your level of cornprehe~sion with that of 
your fellow s~dents and the instructor. 
Why you ·have to learn how to learn law by yourself: In law 
school they cannot possibly teach you "the law." All they can 
do is survey selected topics and teach ,you how to learn the rest 
yourself. When you have a research or moot court probl~m and 
when you finally practice law, no one will explicate the law for 
you. That is your job. Therefore, the most important work you 
do at first is learning how to study and prepare the material that 
is·given to you. 
D. What (I Think) They Want You To le.arn In Law School And 
How They Will Measure Your le.arning Success 
It may seem a little late in the course of your intellectual 
development to start developing the mental equipment that will 
help you do well in law school. But I think that you can still 
develop essential areas and also not waste your time worrying 
about deficiencies you think you may have if they are 
inessential or irrelevant. For example, I worried quite a bit 
about my rotten memory. It seems to have made little 
difference. You ;will never have to remember a date or specific 
fact or even a c;ase name. 
As oversimplified as it sounds, they are trying to teach you 
how to be "smart," to be a "smart lawyer." To understand 
certain legal principles, to understand the reasons judges state 
and leave unstated for deciding as they do, to understand the 
social, political and economic results. ' They want you to be 
clairvoyant - to see through what people say and do - in short, 
to,be "smart." -
They measure your success by your ability to organize and 
articulate your understa,:iding and perceptions. You must be 
able to do this. 1've already suggested careful brief writing as 
one exercise. Papers, written exercises and practice exams (even 
though they don't count) are good 'Vays to accummulate skill 
before the godawful test of all you've done, the final exam .-
Examinations are practical in the sense that you are usually 
not asked to write es~ys about cases you have studied or about 
developments in a certain area of law. Rather you are presented 
with a massive factual situation (sometimes amusing - the only 
redeeming factor) and you are asked to be a lawyer giving legal 
advice to one party (always taking into account the adversary's 
case) .or to play a judge, decide the case and write an opinion. 
· Two -to six such problems make a three-hour final. If you 
are well prepared, there is no time to light a cigarette, drop a 
pencil or pause to choose one word rather than another. The 
only way to avoid the pressure of time is not to know too 
much. But that is also the surest way of failing. 
As far as I have gathered, most teachers do not have a 
preconceived notion of the answers. They read over a 
substantial n_umber of pa,pers and then d~ide that, for example, 
in a twenty point question,. there are ten relevant points. Each 
point you hit gets you a check mark. Ten check marks give you 
twenty points'. It is easy to see that no matter how thoroughly 
or even brilliantly you explicate any one point you can get no 
more than two credits for it. The object is to hit every point 
you can quickly but amply enough to show the instructor you 
understand it and then to move on. It usually takes a {TW(imum 
of three to four sentences to get your check·mark. ' 
Instructors talk a great deal about "organization" but this 
term, · like "style," is a glorified misnomer. To me, true 




The first year class is divided into 
three sections. Each section has four 
assigned professors who teach the 
required first semester courses: torts, 
co tracts, criminal law, and civil 
procedure. Torts is the study of law suits 
arising from the intentional or negligent 
acts of others. You will study the types 
of legal rights which may be protecte_d by 
the courts. Examples of tortious acts are 
assault, battery, false imprisonment, and 
negligent acts which cause injuries. 
Contracts is the study of how the 
courts interpret and treat written and oral 
agreements. You will learn what is 
required for tbe enforcement of a 
contract by a court. Criminal law 
introduces the student to basic concepts 
in criminal law. Definitions of basic 
~rimes and their components will be 
examined, such as homicide, robbery, 
larceny, criminal intent and what 
constitutes a.criminal act. 
Civil procedure is the study of the 
rules governing law suits, and how the 
courts interpret them. Some of the topics 
examined are jurisdiction of the courts 
over subject matter and persons, rules 
pertaining to how notice must be given to 
persons involved in the matter to be 
litigated and how discovery of evidence is 
to be carried ou~. 
Section 1 ....civil procedure professor 
Rolf Nils Olsen received -his B.A. with 
honors in. 1969 from the University of 
Wisconsin. He received his J.D. from 
Columbia _University Law School in 1974 
where he was a Harlan Fisk Stone Schlar 
and a James Kent Scholar. He was 
awarded thq Robert Noxon Toppen Prize 
for one of the best three examinations in 
constitutional law for the year 1972-73. 
Olsen's previous employment includes 
a clinical fellowship at the University of 
Chicago School of Law, a judicial 
clerkship for Chief Judge Thomas E. 
Fairchild, United States Court of Appeals 
for the Seventh Circuit, and a student law 
clerkship for Legal Services for the 
Elderly Poor in New York City. 
Olsen joined the Buffalo faculty in 
January, 1978. 
Professor Richard Bell, who is teaching 
section 1 torts, received his B.A. from 
Northeastern University in i964. He then 
attended graduate school at California 
State University, San Diego from 
p.lge 8 
1966-69. He earned his M.A. and J .D. 
from Yale University in 1973 and is 
presently a' candidate for his Ph.D. from 
Yale. 
Bell was .a pension plan analyst for the 
Continental Insurance Company of 
Chicago from 1965-67. He has been on 
the faculty at Buffalo since 1974. 
His present research includes a three 
part series, "Standards of Proof," 
"Burdens of Proof and Presumptions," 
and "Intention and Motivation of a 
Legislature." As well as torts, Professor 
Bel-l's teaching interests include conflict 
of laws and evidence. 
Professor Philip Halpern, who is 
teaching section 1 criminal law, received 
his B.A. from Columbia College in 1968 
and his J .D. from the University of 
Pennsylvania where he graduated magna 
cum laude in 1973. At the University of 
Pennsylvania he was a member of the 
Order of the Coif and served as an editor 
of the Law Review from 1972-74. 
From 1968 to 1970 Halpern served in 
the U.S. Army. During 1973-74 he was a 
law clerk to the Honorable Stanley A. 
Wiegal , U.S District Court Northern 
District of California. He then served as a 
legal counsel for the Legal Aid Society of 
New York City from 1974-75. Halpern 
practiced law in San Francisco before 
joining the faculty-at Buffalo. 
Halpern has written Civil Rights 
Removal After Rachel and Peacock: A 
limited Federal Remedy for the 
University of Pennsylvania Law Review. 
Section 1 contracts professor Virginia 
Leary received her B.A. in 1947 from the 
University of Utah, and her J.D. in 1950 
from the Vniversity of Chicago Law 
School. In 1971, Leary received diplomas 
from the , Hague Academy of 
International Law and the International 
Institute of Human Rights. She is 
presently working on her Ph.D. 
Leary has done legal work on the 
implementation of human rights treaties 
by ratifying states for the International 
Labor Office. She also has participated in 
international commercial arbitration _and 
has prepared a legal opinion suggesting 
improvements in the international law on 
the protection of children in time of 
armed conflict. 
In 1975, Leary was a lecturer at the 
International Institute of Human Rights 
Alfred S, Konefsky 





on the topic of the working conditions of 
women. 
She joined the Buffalo fac1,.1lty in 
1976. 
Section 2 criminal law professor James 
B. Brady received his B.A. in 1961 from 
Southern Methodist University, his J.D. 
in 1964 from the University of Texas 
Law School, where he was an associate 
editor of the Texas Law Review, and his 
Ph.D. in 1970 from the University of 
Texas. 
Brady has been a member of the 
Philosophy Department at U.B. since 
1967, where he is presently an associate 
professor. He also served as associate 
chairman of the Philosophy Department 
from 1970-72 and as an assistant Provost 
of the ,Faculty of Social Sciences and 
Administration from 1972-75. 
John Hen~y Schlegel 
James B.'Brady. 
~­ Paul Spiegelman 
Robert Berger 
Brady has published several Law 
Review articles on such topics as the 
insanity defense, strict liability offenses, 
negligence and legal philosophy. 
Section 2 civil procedure professor 
Paul Spiegelman received his B.A. in 1964 
from Columbia College where he earned 
the Dean's Letter of Commendation; and 
his L.L.B., magna cum laude in 1967 
from Columbia University"School of Law, 
where he was a -member of the Law 
Review Board of Editors. 
Spiegelman served as a law clerk to the 
Honorable Jack 13. Weinstein, U.S. 
District Judge, Eastern Dist~ict of New 
York from 1967-68, assistant to the 
General Counsel, Department of the 
Army, Washington, D.C. from 1968-69 
and ·as an attorney for poverty and civil 
rights organizations. ·He has also been a 
member of a small firm specializing in 
employment discrimination cases since 
1971. 
While engaged in private practice 
Speigelman taught law at Wayne State, 
Golden Gate University, Hastings College 
and the University of Utah. 
Section 3 contracts professor Alfred S. 
Konefsky received his B.A. from 
Columbia University in 1967 and his J .D. 
from..Boston College in 1970.. ..._ 
Konefsky was a Book Review Editor 
of the American journal of Legal History 
and an Editor of the Legal Papers of 
Daniel Webster at Dartmouth College. He 
was also a Charles Warren .Fellow in 
American Legal History at Harvard Law 
School and in 1976 he taught at Boston 
College Law School. Professor Konefsky 
joined the Buffalo faculty iri 1977. 




include works on Daniel Webster, the 
history of american lawyers, and 
biographical essays on Joseph Story, 
James Wilson, and James Kl!nt. 
Jacob Hyman, who is teaching sections 
2 and 3 torts, received his B.A. magna 
cum laude from Harvard College, in 1931 
and his L.L.B. cum laude in 1934. 
Hyman served as government counsel 
for a variety of administrative agencies in 
Washington from 1939 to 1946. 
His publications include articles on 
home rule in New York, desegregation of 
public schools, judicial responsibility, ·and 
standards for preferred freedoms. 
In addition to torts·, Hyman has taught 
administrative law, civil procedure, 
collective bargaining in gov~rnment, 
constitutional law, family law and many 
other subjects. 
He has been · a professor of law at 
Buffalo since 1946 and served as dean of 
the law school from 1953 to 1964. 
Professor Al Katz, who is teaching 
section 3 criminal law, received his B.S._ 
from Temple, University in 1963, his J.D. 
from Berkeley in 1967. · 
Katz was a lecturer in law at Boalt Hall 
in 1967 '. He served as a staff member of 
the American Bar Foundation from 
1967-69 before joining the faculty at 
Buffalo in 1969. Professor Katz has also 
been a member of the Board of Directors 
and has served as General Counsel to the 
Buffalo Organization for Social and 
Technological Innovation and Counsel to 
the Buffalo Chapter of the American 
Association of Unive~sity Professors. 
Katz has written numerous book 
reviews and law review articles concerning 
topics such as privacy, pornography, 
conspiracy and morality in the criminal 
I aw. His current research concerns 
boundary theory . 
Besides criminal law, Katz's teaching 
interests include evidence and federal 
jurisdiction. 
· Professor John Henry S,chlegel, who is 
teaching section 3 contracts, received his 
A. B. in 1964 from Northwestern 
University and his J .D. from the 
Unive·rsity of Chicago in 1967, where he 
was a member of the order of the Coif 
and the Law Review. 
During 1967-68 Schlegel was a 
teaching Fellow at Stanford University 
Law School. He then served in the Legal 
Aid Society of Chicago from 1968-73. 
Schlegel joined the faculty of Buffalo in 
1973. 
His· publications include articles on 
conscientious objectors, judicial decision 
making and civil procedure. 
Schlegel's interests, besides c;ontracts, 
-continued on page 16 
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Administration Profiles 
"by Mary Lund<J.uist · · 
Thomas E. Headrick, Dean (319 
O'Brian), supervises the administration of 
the law school and implements faculty 
academic policy. He maintains contact 
and close relations with alumni, members 
of the profession, and friends of the law 
school. The Dean represents the law 
school within the University, the local 
community, and the state, and -in legal 
and higher education generally. ' 
Headrick has held the position of Dean 
since 1976. Before joining the University, 
he served as Vice President for Academic 
Affairs at Lawrence University, Appleton, 
Wisconsin, from 1970 to 1970. He was 
the Assistant Dean at Stanford Law 
School, Stanford, California, from 1967 
to 1970. 
Headrick received his B.A. in ' 
Government from Franklin and Marshall 
College in 1955, his B. Litt. from the 
University of Oxford, Lincoln College, in 
1958, where his field was politics and 
public administration, his LLB. from 
Yale Law School in 1960, and his Ph.D. 
in Political Science from Stanford 
University in 1975. 
The dean was born in ·East Or~nge, 
New Jersey, is 46, married and has two 
children. ' )
pqelO 
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Charles H. Wallin, Registrar and 
Assistant to the Dean (313 O'Brian), 
oversees student records, compiles grade 
data, assists students with academic 
concerns and grievances, schedules 
courses, guides students seeking financial 
aid, serves as the_ law school's budget and 
finance officer, and supervises the 
admissions staff. 
Wallin rec~ived his B.S. in accountihg. 
He previously served as the Assistant 
University Financial Analyst for the UB 
Budget Office. He is married and has five 
children: • 
Allan L. Canfiel<I, Assistant Dean for 
Student Affairs (311 O'Brian), relates to 
the Student Bar Association and is 
involved in student activities generally, 
administers student evaluation of factlrtv, 
manages law school publications (such as 
student handbo-oks and catalogs), 
provides ac 9demic and personal 
counselling to students, assists. in the 
dual-degree program an_d student 
recruitment, and serves as liaison for 
minority student affairs. 
Canfield has been 'with the law school 
since 1974, when he served as Assistant 
to the Provost. He moved into his present 
position in 1976. Mr. Canfield serves on 
the Faculty-Student Relations Board and 
the · Mitchell Lecture Commit.tee. He 
teaches Sociology part-time at Canisius 
College, and is . currently working on a 
Ph.D. in Speech Communications, 
researching communicative skills among 
law students. 
Canfield received his B.A. in History 
and Government ·in 1963 and M.S. in 
Social Sciences emphasizing Latin 
American Affairs in 1971 from UB. He 




William R. Greiner, Associate Dean 
(422 O'Brian), provides counselling on 
major student academic problems, acts on 
student petitions, assists in relations with 
other academic units and Univ~rsity 
central administration, and serves as 
Chairperson of the Admissions 
Committee. , 
Greiner, joined the faculty in 1967. He 
has served as the Chairman of th~ Legal 
Studies Program (1969-71') and was 
Associate Provost at the law school from 
1971 to 1974. He is Chairman of the 
University-Wide Faculty S~nate By-Laws 
Committee. His teaching· interests include 
federal, state, and local taxation, real 
property, state and local government, and 
legal processes. 
Greiner received his B.A. from 





Most Frequently Asked 
Questions About Law School -
by Joe Peperone 
1) What's a "Q"? 
A) Less than a "H" and more than a "D". 
. Actually,· i~ means Qualified (I think). 
Grades in the Law School rank as 
follows: H (Honors), Q, .D and F. The 
alleged purpose of this system is to relieve 
the competitiveness of Law School 
grades: Whether .it works is unknown. To 
tell you the truth, I don't know wh at the 
system means, either. 
2) What is a brief? 
A) A short outline of an assigned case, 
prepared by you for use during class. No 
one else will ever see your brief, thus, it 
should be written in a manner you -will 
understand. Briefly (no pun intended), it 
should c o ntain the following 
subdivisions:_ 
1) Who the plaintiff and the defendant 
are. 
· 2) What issue or issues are involved in 
the case. 
3) The reasoning ,the court has used to 
reach its decision. 
4) '(he court's holding the rule (or 
rules) of law the decision sets out. 
5) Who wins and who loses. 
6) Your personal opinion on what the 
case says, why it has been assigned . 
7) Questions the case brings to mind, 
for discussion with your classmates or 
your professor. 
3) Should I join"a st1J.dy group? 
A) Study groups usually consist of 
between three and six students from the 
same section who meet once or twice a 
wee!<' io attack collectively problems and 
cases ·encountered in class. Some study 
groups are formed shortly after classes 
begin. Others are created in the midst of 
pre:.exam panic; Certain people are helped 
by study groups and. others are not. You 
will have to make your own judgment on 
whether or not you should join one. 
Don't hesitate to ask second or third year 
students about their experiences 'in study 
9
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groups. Finally, if yo'G do decide to join a 
study group - remember - organization 
is essential to it wor'king properly. Have 
your questions written down and ready 
before the study group· meeting begins, 
with each member receiving a copy. 
4) What is a hornbook? 
A) A hornbook sets out the rules of law 
on a particular subject. Needless to say, 
this can be a great help in studying. 
However, since the purpose of law school 
is to teach you to find and apply the rules 
yourself, extensive relianc~ on a 
hornbook can hurt you. Most, if not all, 
professors abhor students buying 
hornbooks,· but they do tend to be big 
sellers in the bookstore. I, personally, 
never bought hornbooks or pre-made 
course outlines and did 0 .K. Another 
good reason for not buying a jlornbook is 
the length - with all the reading you will 
have to do, why add 1,000 pages per 
course? 
5) Free time, what free time? 
A) There is no excuse not to have free 
time during your first year of law school. 
You should take Sundays or some nights 
off and enjoy yourself, especially to give 
your brain and mouth a rest from the 
law. The penalty for studying law seven 
days a week for twelve' to sixteen hours a 
day is totally burning out a week ·before 
finals begin. So, if you feel pressured or 
tired, have someone hide your books 
from you for a night, a day, or a 
weekend. It will really pay off in the long 
run . 
6) Is the first year of law school grounds 
for divorce in New York State? 
A) Not yet, bl!t one negative aspect of 
law school is that it does tend to change 
your personality a bit. If you fail to 
notice the change, your friends and 
spouse will. Your ability to arg1..1e will 
improve enormously. I found that a grea.t 
help in .buying. a car, but you begin to 
believe that you are an expert in 
everything since you can talk your 
"opponent" to death, an example being 
when I reduced my sister, who is a college 
junior, to tears by relentlessly arguing 
about her courses, most· of which I could 
hardly pronounce. Just remember that 
your wife, husband , or friends will not 
appreciate your in:ipassioned oration on 
govet nment oil-content regulations over 
your next avacado salad and that you are 
bound to irritate if you answer all your 
friends' statements with "You can make a 
case for that." 
Don't spend the next year of your life 
talking about law or to law students. If 
you feel yourself falling into this trap, go 
over to the Chemistry building and take 
in a lecture on amino acids or protein 
synthesis. You should always have people 
to tall< to who know nothing about law 
anti don't give a damn about what your 
mean ol' torts professor did today. There 
is a whole other world. outside O'Brian 
Hall, which shouldn't be neglected, and 
neither should the people who inhabit it. 
Remembe(ing this will make the year 
much easier. 
7) Why am I here? 
A) This is the most frequently asked 
question by .first year law students 
(Gulness Book of World Records, 1979 
- Ed.) . Not wanting to spoil the suspense, I 
won't tell you the real answer, but some 
night at 10: 55, as the lights of the library 
begin to flicker, and you've spent all day 
trying to find the case that will make 
•erything all clear, you'll decide to look 
at one more casebook. You'll find the 
book, something from Iowa, 1846.term. 
Brushing the dust off with your hand, 
you'll look, page 211, and it will be right 
there, the rule, the holding, ten cases 
mentioned that support it. You'll run 
down to the copy machine, throw in a 
few nickles, and it's yours. You were 
right. Despite the late hour, the sun 
shines and the birds sing. Then you'll 
know. 
~page 11 
What They Exp«t From You 
-continued from page 7 
organization means analysis, re-organization and synthesis. They 
don't mean anything so elaborate. Since the problems are 
,factual and have a beginning and an end, "organization" simply 
means "in order." Start at the beginning and end at the end. 
Take each problem in sequence. Don't jump around. Avoid to_o 
many afterthoughts (but you can pretty much get·arou_n~ th_1s 
problem by leaving the left hand' pages blank and writing m 
your afterthoughts as they come to you across from the place 
on the right hand side where they should properly be located). 
Develop each issue rather than each party's separate case. 
;for example, A sues B, C and D. Discuss A's claim. Then do B, 
C-and D's defenses and possible counterclaims on the issue A is 
presenting. Then go on to B's claim and loo~ at it from each 
party's point of view. Complete the issue B raises and move on 
to the next. Think of square dancing. DO NOT classify all of A's 
claims and defenses on all issues and then do the same for eac!l 
other party. (I used this method on my first practice exam and 
got an F.) 
Break down each series of events into the smallest possible 
independent events and issues and discuss the legal possibilities 
of each one. Build upon your conclusions if it is appropriate. A 
simple example : "Having bought a house from B, A discovered 
the roof was rotten and now refuses to pay." 
1. Discuss the sale. Was it valid at all? Was it conditional? 
What were A's and B's rights under the contract? Under tort or 
contract law? 
2. Discuss discovery of the defect. What did it mean legally? 
3. Discuss A's refusal to pay. What does it mean generally? 
What does it mean in light of the defect? 
Don't be afraid to mention the obvious or elementary 
aspects of the case. In fact, you must do so in order to get a 
good grade. Most instructors refuse to assume that you know 
anything that you do net put down, even when you go on to 
discuss more complicated and sophisticated aspects of the 
AUt:stion. This is partly due to the check point system of 
wading. It seems to me that a person could write brilliant 
answers and not even pass if he did not devote sufficient time 
and verbiage to the obvious and elementary aspects of the 
problem. . , . 
Make a point of mentioning the relevant ir~elevant, that 
information which is not so remote as to be intellectually 
meaningless but is in fact meani'ngless in practical terms for the 
-given situation. Imagine that it is stated in the problem above 
that B can prove he knew nothing· about the roof when he sold 
A the 'house. B did not intentionally conceal the condition. Do 
not ignore the law regarding intentional concealment. Say 
something like "It's too bad A won't be able to show 
intentional concealment. But if he could have done so, A's 
rights would be ..." 
There will be from 2 to 6 questions. You are not obligated 
to take them in order. I am the only person I know of who 
habitually mixes up the sequence but I dCfl't think 1've ever been 
, penalized for it. (Actually, who knows?) 
1. Read over the exam. Take the easiest question first. You 
are probably very nervous and ought to show yourself a little 
consideration. After you finish the first question, you will 
hopefully feel more relaxed and be better able to handle the 
harder questions. If there are some definitions or short essays, 
you might try them for a start. 
2. You have now read over the exam and picked your first 
question. If it is a series of definitions or one paragraph essays, 
read each one carefully twice before you answer. You'll waste 
fJ11el2 
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less time bei~g overly scrupulous at this point than you would 
reading everything once, making just one error and having .to 
re-write an answer. 
If it is a factual problem essay : 
a. Read the whole question through twice, very slowly 
and carefully. The second time through start to underline the 
mosf significant points. 
b. Read it a third time, writing in the margins. Make 
·notes all over your essay question. Keep reading it. The points 
will emerge before your very eyes. Read it until you can't find 
anything else. If the whole exam is only composed of two very 
long problems, you may have to handle them in sections. The 
instructions will generally indicate how to break them down. 
,c. Always keep in mind: 
1. This problem is not life. It was made up by an instructor to 
test you. It will usually not contain the irrelevancies of a true life, 
situation (even if lt seems to contain them, treat them as I men­
tioned in the rotten roof problem. Every fact has some signifi­
cance. Try to exploit every fact, even if only to say, "This fact is 
not important because ..." Don't decide something is not im­
portant and disregard it. (Even though outside of exam situations · 
this is, of course, a wasteful pattern of thinking. Remember that 
exam taking is a highly artificial and stylized activity.) 
2. In a problem with 50 facts you are being given a 
minimum of 50 stimuli. Respond to as many as you possibly 
can. Relate each fact to as many parties as you can. Given 50 
facts and 5 parties, you could hypothetically have 150 issues. 
Since it is cortsidered more important to recognize problems 
than to devise sound legal answers, concentrate on defining the 
problem. But do not entirely neglect to suggest a solution or 
course of action if one is requested. For example, you are given 
an elaborate factual situation and you are asked to play judge, 
to make a decision and write an opinion. You are expected to 
analyze all the facts, apply current legal principles and come up 
with some sort of decision. Very often it doesn't matter 
whether you decide one way or the other, although your 
reasons for making either decision will be important. Don't 
worry about the "right" answer in this sort of case. Your 
decision could rival Solomon's for wisdom and you could still 
fail if you didn't treat each and every problem in detail. If you 
have a choice between two equally good paths to opposite 
1 
decisions, take' the one that will give . you the greater 
opportunity to show how much you know. If you are convinced 
the correct or wisest decision is the one that allows you very 
limited opportunity to display your wares, say so and then go 
on and do the other one. 
' 
3. Disregard for the ultimate solution or decision is 
not, however, a blanket rule. An ins~ructor who has sp.ent more 
time practicing law than teaching it may be more concerned 
about the soundness or usefulness of the -advice you would give 
a client in a "and now advise your clienf" question. , 
4. Time - You'll .never have enough time to do a really 
good job. Students cannot do their best in the time allotted 
unless they don't know anything to begin with . The more you 
. know, the greater the strain will be but the better yo1J will do. 
However, the more you know, the more li.kely you are to feel 
disappointed and feel that you have not done well. If you are 
well prepared you should anticipate this feeling and not worry 
excessively (in fact, not worry at all) between the end of finals 
and grade distribution one month later. 
E. How To Prepare For Finals 
1. Keep up all term. Do all your briefs and finish all papers 
by the end of classes. · 
2. Make course outlines and study. Get together with a 
study group. 
3. Take your exams. 
4. Take the best vacation you can afford with all the money 
you've saved by staying home and studying all term. 
F. Course Outlines 
Ideally, you would make an outline of every week's work 
all term long and then you would have them ready well before 
finals. However, it will take you quite a while to learn enough to 
know how to make a meaningful, useful, intelligent outline. 
You'd probably be wasting your time if you began on them 
before Thanksgiving. Also, making up outlines is a good way 9f 
· reviewing material an·d premature review would not help you to 
study for finals. Furthermore, quite a bit of your work will be 
tedious and boring. This is particularly true of reviewing. 
Making an outline will keep you awake, even alert. The same is 
true for writing briefs. It's much~harder to fall asleep with a pen 
in your hand. · 
G. Dealing With Your Feelings 
You will probably experience a wide range of feelings about 
your personal worth, ad.equacy and development during your 
first • year. I will try to sketch the range of feelings I felt 
personally and give you a second hand version · of those 
expressed by my friends. 
. ' 
You are probably starting with a cautious but ~lightly 
anxious optimism. This may survive orientation (which seemed 
to me an exercise in absurdity and intimidati0n). "If you all 
work hard and do your best, you can all be in the upper half of 
the class." A certain fatalism is suggested; some people have it 
and some people don't. "The front door is broad (admissions) 
and the back door (graduation or really surviving the first year) 
is narrow." In fact, it is rare that a student actually flunks out. 
Most "failures" give up and quit school. · 
Your early ,class experience will probably convince you that 
you have absolutely no aptitude for the law. You miss the 
obvious. You didn't even notice the most significant fact. It is 
all so transparent as your instructor repeatedly points out . . . 
JUST REMEMBER 
1. Your instructors have had a lot of practice at this sort of 
thing. 
2. They are not only showing you how clever they are but 
have themselves been taught by clever instructors and have 
probably read outside sources on each case or issue. 
3. They may be purposely intimidating you for educational 
reasons: to get across a point, to teaah you how to approach a 
problem,.or simply to make you work harder. 
· 4. They may be intimidating you for non•educational 
reasons such as ·personal aggrandizement or sadism. They may 
simply be entertaining themselves at your expense. This is not 
too common but I'm sure you'll see it occasionally . 
If you are progressing as you should, after a month or so 
you will begin to feel more competent about your• ability to 
handle the material and participate in class. 
After 6 weeks you will have practice mid•terms. You should 
take them just seriously enough to get some practice. Don't be 
distre~sed by a Dor an F. I find that much easier to say than I 
did to do when it happened to me. It took me a couple of weeks 
to re~ain my lost confidence and the grade was not even an 
accurate prediction of how I eventually did on the final. 
Therefore: 
1. Use the practice exam for the purpose the name suggests, 
for your practice and convenience. It may take you a while to 
get used to their bizarre method of evaluating you. That is why 
you are taking the practice ,exam. People are not born knowing 
how to take law school exams and life does not prepare you for 
the event. 
2. Another reason not to take the grades too hard, 
, particularly one poor one: The instructor may just be· trying to 
discourage some aspect · of your presentation and may be 
penalizing yo1:1 more than he would if it were a real exam. 
3. If you do poorly, see the instructor right away and find 
out why. Don't brood over it. 
4. If you ~re afriad that you will be very upset if you don't 
do well and that not doing well would seriously interfere with 
general studying efficiency, you might be better off not taking ­
the exam or not handing it in for grading. If you decide not to · 
"take" the practice exam, make sure you pick up a copy, take it 
home, study it, write out a careful answer, discuss it with your 
friends and the instructor. Get the practice without the pain. In 
retrospect, that is the way I would have done it. 
The next time you may not be feeling your best is just 
before and during finals. If you feel you are perilously close to 
complete collapse, bear in mind: 
1. You have every right to feel that way. You are being 
asked to show how much you've learned in conditions that 
range from adverse to inhuman. 
2. You are not unusually nervous, stupid or weak. No one 
feels very good. 
3. You will probably not feel that you did very well at all. 
The nature of the exams is such that it is your relative rather 
than absolute accomplishment that will be judged. (He is first in 
his class. He did the best "bad 'job." Everyone else just did 
worse.) . 
4. There may be several correct answers. Don't discuss your 
answers right after you take the exam. (Particularly avoid 
overbearing people who are determined to convincjl you that 
their answers [different from yours] are absolutely and 
uniquely righ.t.) 
After you finish finals take a vacation as far away as you 





by Ted Donovan· 
This is an attempt to present a quick 
tour of some ways to relax at UB. Before 
_ we begin, however, a few points must be 
made. First, the opinions expressed here 
are the author's alone and are not always 
shared by the .rest of the law students. In 
fact, from what 1've observed during my 
first year at UB, very few students in the 
law school even thought about trying to 
relax during the term except for an 
occasional · drinking binge. You ._ can't 
concentrate on your work unless your 
-mind is relaxed enough to absorb what 
you are reading. However, law students 
are not known for having a great deal of 
free time. Therefore, the first criterion 
for this article is that it will look only at 
ways to get away from it all right on 
campus where you won't have to waste 
time coming and going. Just step outside 
the law building or .hop on over to Main 
Street and relax for an hour or two 
. before going back to the grind. The 
second criterion for events described here 
is that ttiey are cheap - we spi,nd enough 
money on tuition and books without 
going bro~e on our entertainment. 
I will ignore the obvious, like sporting 
events and theatrical performa~es that 
every college and university offers. If you 
are interested in these you'll learn where 
to fin~ them. I will also limit my 
comments on that greatest of all 
mind-dullers, the television set. I do 
suggest if you want to watch a lot of TV 
you bring your own set. The TV sets in 
the dorms get poor reception and for 
some strange reason do not receive as 
many stations as private sets. If you have • 
to run over to a set in the middle of the 
afternoon to catch your favorite soap 
opera instead of studying, I suggest the 
Richmond Lounge in the Ellicott 
Complex as it has better reception than 
any other set at Amherst. 
One other observation. There are only 
750 law students at UB, compared to .a 
total university population of around 
2,,000. Therefore, almost every single 
activity described here is sponsored, paid 
for and participated in, with the other 
students, especially the undergraduates. 
Don't let this dissuade you from doing 
something; remember, you were an 
undergraduate once yourself. But don't 
be surprised when you are surrounded by 
non-law students at the Pub or in a 
pa1e 14· 
movie. In fact, one of the main 
attractions of some of the things to do at 
, UB is that you and your friends can go 
and not have to talk shop. 
At the Amherst Campus students can 
get together at night at either the Student . 
Club, or the p·ub. 
The Student Club is ;r snack bar 
featuring wine, beer and ·the usual junk 
foods - hamburgers, hot dogs, etc., as 
well as Buffalo's speciality, chicken 
wings. For those unfamiliar with the last 
delicacy, the chicken wings are deep fried 
like French Fries and then covered with 
hot sauce and served with celery and bleu 
cheese to cool off the digestive system. 
They are good and served all over the 
city. 
The Pub, which opens every night at 
nine, also serves chicken wings as well as 
pizza and tacos. In addition to food the 
Pub offers beer, mixed drinks, and live 
bands on Friday and Saturday nights. 
· There is also a game room with pool, foos­
bal I, ping pong and pinball. Admission is 
free during the week with a one dollar co­
ver charge when there is a band. These 
bands are local, and generally, better than 
average. The Pub features specials 
most week nights, such as an open 
microphone or:ie night or a halfrprice 
night on tequilla drinks. Prices for mixed 
drinks average about $1.20 with beer at 
50 cents a glass. 
For people who prefer movies to 
drinking, UB offers an incredibly wide 
range of films each week. The University 
Union Activities Board (UUAB) shows 
movies each weekend at the Squire Hall 
Union on the Main Street campus for a 
one dollar admission-fee. UUAB generally 
presents off-beat popular movies, such as 
Story of O, A Boy and His Dog and ' 
Bound for Glory, as Well as weekly 
midnight movies which last y.ear included 
Andy Warhol's Bad and The Texas Chain 
Saw Massacre. The Friends of CAC and 
the lnt~-Residence Council (IRC) ihow 
movies each Friday and ·Saturday night. 
The cAc__movies cost one dollar. The IRC 
movies are free to members and cost one 
dollar for everyone else. IRC and CAC 
· movies are shown in Farber Hall on the 
Main Street Campus and Room 170 
Fillmore in the Ellicott Complex at 
Amherst. These movies are almost always 
good and often surprisingly recent 
During the week, quality films from 
the past are shown on both campuses by 
various undergraduate departments, 
usually in the form of a series of 'films 
shown on the same night each week:- 1 , 
For example, one Monday night series 
last fall concentrat~ on black and white 
comedies, including silent classics by 
Chaplin and Keaton, Tracy-Hepburn 
movies, and other comedy classics such as 
The Lavender Hill Mob. Series last year 
also dealt with women, including special 
nights for Bette Davis, Katherine 
Hepburn, and Jane Fonda, as well as 
series of films from India, Germany and 
Italy. The second best part about these 
course-oriented films is that they are free. 
The best part is that most are preceded 
by a cartoon, u~ually very old, such as the 
1950's Superman cartoons. 
In case sqme students prefer live 
·entertainment to movies, in addition to 
,the bands at the Pub, the university has a 
ticket office in Squire Union which sells 
student priced tickets for _every major:. 
entertainer who comes to Buffalo, 
including rock stars and comedians. UB 
sponsors several events of its own., like 
recent performances by Robert Klein, 
Phoebe Snow and · Dan · Hill. 8esides 
entertainment, UB offers a number of 
speakers during the year, ranging frqm an 
American couple who have lived in the 
People's Republic of China for the last 
fifteen ,years, to Bruce Beyer, a major 
Buffalo figure from the anti-Vietnam War 
movement. The law school also has guest 
speakers. In the past few years Leon 
Jaworski, Ramsey Clark and ,Michigan 
Law Professor Yale Kamisar have spoken. 
If you prefer less organized activities, 
the Squire Hall Union offers pool tables, 
ping pong and a bowling alley. Those 
students who like to sink into a good (or 
trashy) novel will find the browsing 
libraries very helpful. There is one in 
Squire and one in the Ellicott Complex. 
They keep up to date on all the popular 
magazines, as well as every type of 
paperback from the clissics to 
Doonesbury. The people who work in 
these libraries are very willing to help, 
and have gone so far as to order those 
books students want that they don't have 
yet. Perhaps the best of the university 
services for students is the music room. In 
Squire, next to the browsing library is a 
lounge with six private listening rooms 
and a fine collection of albums. It's 
/ 
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amazing how much more ·legal jargon can 
be understood while listening to Billie 
Holiday than while sitting in the library 
• listening to the rhythm of- the Xerox 
machines. If you li'ke to walk, the Main 
Street campus has all the rustic quality of 
a 1950's MGM college musical, from the 
beautiful large trees to the fou;htain 
outside of Squire. The Amherst Campus 
is still somewhat bare but the island in 
Lake LaSalle is peaceful and the new 
dogwood and willow trees are nice. If you 
get hungry, it's a nice stroll from Ellicott 
through the Audubon housing 
development to Burger King. 
The law school also has entertainment. 
In March the Second Annual Law Revue 
was held. This Revue was a "talent" show 
- put on by the_ students, faculty, and 
administrators of the law school. 
Administration Profiles 
,_ 
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Wesleyan University in 1956. At Yale 
University, he received an M:A. in 
Economics in 1959, a J.D. in 1960, and 
his LL.M. in 1966. He was born in 
Meriden, Conn., is 45, married, and has 
four children. 
l 
Barry B. Boyer, Associate Dean (318 
O'Brian), is co-director of the Baldy Center 
for Law and Social Policy, which oversees 
dual and joint degree programs. He also co­
ordinates curriculum development, and 
guides work of the Academic Policy and· 
Program Committee. 
Boyer has been with the laV< school 
faculty since 1973. He was a Visiting 
Associate Professor at the University of 
Virginia Law School, 1975-76. He was 
Chairman of the Committee on 
Long-Range Planning for the law school, 
1974-75. 
He teaches courses in administrative 
law, . consumer protection, and trade 
regulation. He received his B.A. from 
Duke University in 1966 and his J.D. 
from the University of Michigan in 1969. 
Boyer is 35 and is married. 
Wade J. Newhouse, Associate Dean 
and Law Librarian (205 O'Brian), is head 
librarian and the representative of the 
Faculty and the Dean on library matters. 
Newhouse has been -with the law 
school faculty since 1958. Prior to that, 
he was a Ford Foundation Teaching 
Fellow at the Columbia University Law 
School in New York City. He· received a 
B. A. in Political Science from 
Southwestern University, Memphis, 
Tennessee, in 1948, and a J.D. from the 
University of Michigan in 1951 . His 
teaching interests include collective 
bargaining in government, constitutional 
law, and education law. 
Newhouse is 57, married, and has 
three children. 
Alan Carrel, ~ssociate Dean for 
Plaeement and Alumni (316 O'Brian), is 
responsible for developing placement 
contacts and opportunities, establishing 
relations with the legal community and 
alumni, ,carrying out fund raising 
activities, ~nd administering continuing 
education programs. 
Carrel is a member of the Board of 
Directors of the law school Alumni 
Association, and has been a partner in a 
local law firm for the last ten years. He 
.was named to his present position this 
year. 
He received a B.A. in Biology from 
Hamilton College in 1964 and an LL.B. 
from the U.B. Law School in 1967. Carrel 
is 35, married, and has three children. 
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 
Audrey Koscielniak (308 O'Brian) is 
assistant director for placement. She also 
maintains law school accounts and 
oversees purchasing, supplies, equipment, 
and other administrative services for the 
school. . 
Phyllis Blendowski (511 O'Brian) is 
supervisor of the secretarial staff and the 
law school printing and copying activities. 
Helen Crosby (306-B O'Brian) handles 
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include commercial law, civil procedure, 
decisiori making, public utility 
rate regulation and counseling. 
Robert Berger, section 3 civil 
procedure .professor, received his A.B. 
magna cum laude from Kenyon College in 
1970, where he was Phi Beta Kappa. He 
received the John Chestnut Memorial 
Prize there in Political Science. Berger 
received his J.D. cum laude in 1973 from 
the University of Chicago, where he was a 
member of tt,e order of the Coif and the 
Law Review. 
Berger served as a law clerk to the 
Hon. Luther M. Swygert, Judge of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh 
Circuit from 1973-74. He worked as an 
attorney with the Health and · Welfare 
Unit of the Legal Assistance Foundation 
.- of Chicago, engaging primarily in federal 
class action litigation in areas of mental 
health, health, and social security. 
Berger has served on the floard of 
Governors, Chicago Council of Lawyers, 
the Chicago Council of Lawyers, Mental 
Health Committee, the Board of 
Directors, Fund for Justice and the 
Patient's Rights Subcommittee of the 
Governor's Commission to Revise the 
Illinois Mental Health Code:··L 
He joined the Buffalo faculty in 
August of 1978. 
Getting ~round Buffalo and the Law School · 
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listings are given out over the phone; they must be seen in 
person. However, they will mail out, on request, general 
information about housing and leases. 
· Newspapers are another good source of housing leads. The 
Spectrum il the University s.tudent newspaper and has a 
classified section in the back. Buffalo community area papers 
also carry housing ads. These papers can usually be found in 
local drugstores. The major citywide papers are the Buffalo 
Evening News and the Courier-Express, both of which have a lot 
o: housing ads, usually di vi tied by r~giqns. 
While you are looking, where can you stay? The. University 
has a Conference Center where you can stay while you look for 
a place. -However, the Conference Center closes August 25th. 
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Reservations may also be made by calling 636-2011. Space 
is limited, so be sure to make arrangements well in advance. 
It you want to live in a dorm, write to the same address 
soori. Spaces are filling up fast. 
Remember to check leases carefully. Legal aid located in 
Squire Hall will look over leases for you. The off-campus 
housing office, also in Squire Hall, will provide you with 
information on what fo watch for in leases. Find o\Jt if heat is 
included in your rent. In Buffalo, that is the major biil. 
Don't get discouraged: The best housing is often snapped 
up at the end of the spring term because of 12-month leases. 
The earlier you get to Buffalo to look for housing, the better off 
you will be. It is hard to find housing for one person, so 
consider moving in with other students. You might even want to 
find out from the Registrar or assistant dean who some other 
first year students are and try to room with them. Good luck. 
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Financial Aid 
During the regular academic year, Jay Marlin is the law 
student financial aid ·cqunselor. His office is located in 303 
O'Brian, next to the Office of Admissions and Records. 
·Placement 
The Law School deems placement. of its graduates to be a 
continuing concern. Though the school is not an' employment 
agency, it stands ready to assist its graduates in locating suitable 
opportunities for their own professional development. The 
Placement Office is located on the third . floor of O'Brian, and 
maintain's bulletin boards with notices of full-time, part-t.ime, 
and summer positions available. · 
Committees 
Student positions are available on many Law School 
committees. Appointments to committees are made through the 
Student Bar Association, and information about available 
positions will be publicized early in the school year. The 
committees ir;iclude Budget and ~rogram Review, 
Appointments, Academic Policy and Program, Admissions, 
Faculty-Studeni Relations Board, Judicial Clerkship, ·1,.ibrary, 
Minority Student Program, Mitchell Lecture, Self-Evaluation, 
and State and Local Government Law. 
Some committees are composed simply of students who 
wish to volunteer their time, with no appointment requirement, 
such as Orientation, Commencement, and Student Life. 
Lockers, 
Lockers are available for first year students in the basement 
of O'Brian Hall. You may register for a locker anytime after 
August 14th and you must supply your own lock. There are two 
sizes of lockers in the basement._The full-len·gth lockers are 
reserved for second year students. 
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